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Achievements of Professor Dr. Kammchorn Manunapichu

The Faculty of Science, Mahidol University, and its forerunners have been incredibly
blessed by having the man with enormous vision, Professor Dr. Kamchorn Manunapichu,
working hand in hand with many key figures, notably, the founding dean of the Faculty of
Science, Professor Dr. Stang Mongkolsuk, and the first Secretary General of the National
Educational Council, Professor Dr. Kamhaeng Palangkul, and making profound decisions that
laid the groundwork for Thailand’s higher education system. Professor Kamchorn Manunapichu
was at the forefront of the critical periods of the development during 1960-1986. It was
Professor Kamchorn’s multi-roles as vice president of Mahidol University, secretary, deputy
dean, dean, and chairman of the chemistry department that in effect conferred on him a role
of de facto chief operating officer who laid foundation for the development of institutional
infrastructure, faculty member development, and robust system of administration of the
Faculty of Science. Subsequent continuous development has eventually made the Faculty of
Science a premier faculty for higher education, research, and innovation development in
Thailand. His contribution also laid the foundation for Mahidol University to become an
excellent and leading institution for higher education, research, and innovation in the country.

At university level, Professor Kamchorn was highly respected, and formidable, member of
the university council. Professor Kamchorn was well known for his meticulous work and paid
great attention to details, rules, and regulations of the university. His careful work on the
quality of university-wide curricula is still well remembered even to this day. He served as the
chairman of the academic promotion of the university during 2006-2013, the period during
which rules and guidelines for academic promotion were modernized.

At national level, Professor Kamchorn served in various roles for the development of
Thailand’s higher education system. Over the period of more than 30 years, 1960-1992,

Professor Kamchorn, with the approval of the National Education Council and the cabinet,



developed flawless nationwide university entrance system even without the benefit of the IT
system of today. During the turbulent period of 1976-1978 at Khon Kaen University where
faculty members and students on campus staged protests that disrupted functions of the
university, Professor Kamchorn was called upon by the Ministry of University Bureau and the
Royal Government to mitigate the situation as the acting president of the university. The
situation was brought under control and led to a systematic establishment of good governance
of the university, the legacy of which is still being witnessed in the present day. Subsequently,
Professor Kamchorn also served as members of Khon Kaen University Council and various
academic committees of the university. During the period of 1977-1986, Professor Kamchorn
was appointed by the Ministry of University Bureau as the chairman of a committee to revise
the curriculum and write books on basic sciences and mathematics. This has a lasting effect
on modernizing the teaching of these subjects.

Professor Kamchorn was elected as the prestigious fellow of the Royal Academy of Science
in 1987 and served as its chairman during 1997-2001.

Professor Kamchorn was well recognized and respected internationally. He was elected as
the first President of the Federation of Asian Chemical Societies (FACS) during 1979-1981. The
activities that ensued helped enhance the collaboration among the Asian chemical societies
and the research collaboration of their members. Initiated by Professor Kamchorn, the official
agreement and collaboration between Austria and Thailand on science and technology
through the offices of the Ministry of University Bureau and the Austrian Ministry of Sciences
led to a wide-ranging collaboration between the two countries, exchanges of researchers, and
training of Thai students at Ph.D. level. Many graduates of the program have now played very
important roles in the Thai higher education system.

Professor Kamchorn devoted his entire life to the development of Mahidol university and
tirelessly worked toward achieving the excellence of Thailand’s higher education system.

Young generation has benefited from his enormous efforts till the present day.



