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THAILAND IS FOR
WOMEN IN SCIENCE

Three researchers received a grant of 250,000 baht each
from I’Oreéal Thailand’s fellowship programme

TEXT 1+ MELALIN MARAVONCTRARUL

ince 1997 more than 2,000 fomale ¢eion-

tists and researchers from 110 countries

arnund the glabe have been offered fol

Towships for "For Women In Scienee’ a

collaborative effon berween I'Orés] Group

anid the Secmtariut of the Natinnal ¢ am-
mwission for Unesco, In Thailand, the programme has
been cunming 1or 13 consgeulve yeuss Lo suppor our
fomale rosearchare. Thic yeas, thure wew cix recipi
ents in three categories — life science, material scionce
and chemistry — who received a grant worth 250,000
bahr each to further support their respective research
projecrs.

Muse talked to three of the six reciplents of the For
Wounen ia Science 2015 aecoladey to find out more
about the lives of female scientists. both inside and
outside of laboratories

THE SCIENCE IN LIVING

Assoc Prof Dr Sirllux Poompradub
Department of Chemical Teehnology,

Faculty of Science, Chulglongkorn Urivarsity
Grant recpient from material science category

“People often think most rescarch projects end up on
a pedestal, with noapplication to real life.” said Sivilux.
“Bu, really, i canbe done’

Shillus upes w develugand prove die propeaties
of products from natural rubber, which has heen Thal-
land'’s Jong-time economic plant, through her research,
Ihe fetlowshup from LOréal 1hadand, scoordug loSir-
hiie, has hacamo o platfarm af networks that connests
everyone together, as well as giving opportunities to
students working in laboratories - to show that their
offorts are halng rcognisad and valuad,

“Now, people know that — somewherein the world
= ther's someone researching this topic, she said. To
hex, vescarching has it own chacm, Whether itends in
success of failure, everyone can always learn a g
or two from it

“With scleasce, vou get (0 explone new teritonies all
the tima, Things keep moving forward and changing.
Somerimes, It's exciring, Attimes, ircan be frightening,
I'want to keep leamning and searching with it”

Getting to this point in her camer, Sivilux finds her
professars to be her primary role models for teaching )
Ier methods lor idesl conductund thinking processes,

“Thov don't tell ux outright how to think scigntifi
cally she said, "Tlike that they allow us to find out the
answer by ourselves, Instilling the knowledge bit by bit
In us with which we dowly nhsorh”

Sirflux also appiies this same principle end approach
that she's learnt fram her educators to her own two
childien, As wonother of two, shie now lets beg kids study
for exams by themselves,

“If T continne to tutar them, then they Il never lam
how 10 do that themselves, Let them wy solving the
problems firse, 20 they can learn to think and make
decisions on thetr own. Theyneed to be ableto dothat
o live in soctery.

Sirilux suid she often hears of younger generations
in general dreaming of becoming doctors, engineers
and pllors, sepaatadly. A cureer asa resoarchor uswally
ks quite an undervalued path 1o many,

“One cay, 1 hope research wiil become a drzam
career for Thai children,” said Sirilux.
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ENDLESS INSPIRATION

Assoc Prof Dr Siwapom Meejoo Smith

The Centre of Sustainoble Encrgy end
Green Materials, Departiment of Chemistry,
Faculty of Science, Mahido! University

Grart recipient rom material science categury

Fver since her first year as a university studen,
Siwapom recilled how she has always been raught
hy many award. winning seiontcm Sha always halds
her teachers in high esteem, saying she owes all her
knowledge to them, They have remained her source
of inspiration throughout her life

But Siwaporn doesn't just find role modek within
hier ownmentors, Now, as an educator hersell she said
Hispizauon v also be diswn fom her collcayucs wnd
everl more o, hee students,

“Everyone who comes into our life is important foc
moukding us into who we are today,” sae sald.

Wark in scionce is nat repetitive, which makes things
enjoyable. She may reach one subjec over and aver,
but the taces in her room are siways changing, ‘Thus,
no lesson is ever tha sama.

Siwapomn said she has always liked teaching, though
she didn’t expect to climb this high up the academis
lasdeier. She nowlearns o find enjoymment in ol the &if
ferent things she gets tndo each day. Her latest delight
involves research that seeks to develop the proper
ties Ol euhurological matvrialy o aid envicomnesial
remediation

“Some peanle wordd think Thais won 't he avla to do
It Bur we can and we will show them.”

Ag 0 wnman of eolence, Slwaporm Aoeen't s her
gender o5 a harier that thwarts her from achieving
her goals She [eels quite formunate thatr Thai people are
accapting of female cclentbis

"In the end, [ttakes both men and women rogether 1o
zetthe job done” said Siwaporn who also has complete
fuith that scicntists — both male and female — can be
one of the key drivers of our country’s progress,

“Iu achieye sustainable development, we need to be
able @ ot up with our own echnology and innovs-
ton. [ believe we'll see maore of it in the future. Scien-
tists will be the ones who creaie jobs for the country,”
she said,

Wheen asked which achisvement she’s most proud
o, Siwaporm sald all her works have equal importance
to her. Achievements, like experience, carry on bullding
and are continuoasly collected over time,

“Being a scientist, our achieverments are endless.”
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A MIND FULL OF ADVENTURE
Asst Prof Dr Daunee Soorukram
Departmant of Chemistry,

Fazulty of Science, Mahdol Unversity
Grent rec pient from chemistry Category

Despite being a sclentist and a researcher, Darunee
wouldn't say she loves science in genesal, She is pay-
sionate uhout omganic chemistry nnd likes studying
chernical reactions. However, she distikes iaths and
physics. Her tesearch now dealswith syndiesising bio

acttve molecules from Thad medical plans

Life — hoth ingdde and oursids rthe laborarory — can
be very adventurous, according o Danunes. As she
warks with difterent chemicals all the time, miner fab
acsidents do huppen. despite her utmaont edre.

Darunee recounted one experiment where a tiny
draplet of oxidant Gaused an car-shallenng explosion
ial rong Wrough tic whole oy, The noise has made
her afraid of ballvons ever since.

“The invident happened when I was domg my
PLD. 1 senember tunniing W iy supervisor saying, ‘i
exploded 'm notgonna do this any moe!* she langhed

Outside the research facility, Darunee often mrades
her lah coars and goggles for hiking shoes. Travelling 18
one of e favanrite hahhiss. She racently rook 4 trip i
Phu Kradueng — a national parkin Loei pravince which
Is famous for its gruesome hike uo the mountain —with
her students

“1 even walked faster than the kids," she boasted.

Pulting the body theough physical hardship is one
way Lo eacape frain wurk both piysically and telally,
And sometimes, tarning the mind off canopen up spice
for new, exciting ideas to shine through

“H 1 just go for relaxation, my brain would keep think-
ing ahautwark Bt when von elimb a mnontain, v
orly focns on what's in frant of you, You keep think
ing Howcome it's so tiring? Where am I going to rake
A shower roday?, and then you tend 1o farget all the
other proslemsa”

Conceming pay rate and social stanus, her career
path is nat such 2 popular choice ta the public admit-
ted Darunee, especially when compared to the careers
of doctors or medical practitioners, She feels it's the
Jub of those higher up wgive thekr suppart in tils feld
ol xcrence 1o attract more students and maximise the
petential of researching minds in this country,

“Please continue to support scentsts and rescarch-
ars Increasing such support would be even better. Don't
cut off our budger!”
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In the end. it takes both men and
women together to get the job done

This yaar's aix reciplents of L'Oréal Thalland's For Vlomen in Science fellowship programme
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