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Abstract

Infectious myonecrosis virus (IMNV) disease outbreaks in cultivated whiteleg shrimp Penaeus

(Litopenaeus) vannamei are characteized by gross signs of whitened abdominal muscles and by slow mortality

reaching tp to 70Yo. In 2006 the first disease outbreaks caused by IMNV in Asia occurred in Indonesia. Since then

rumours have periodically circulated about IMNV disease outbreaks in other Asian countries. Our frndings indicate

that these are false rumours. Our continual testing by nested RT-PCR of shrimp samples suspected of IMNV

infection from various Asian countries since 2006 has yielded negative results, except for samples from Indonesia.

Our results are supported by the lack of offrcial reports of IMNV outbreaks since January 2007 n the Quarterly

Report on Aquatic Animal Diseases (QAAD) from the Nefwork of Aquaculture Centers in Asia Pacific (NACA). In

most cases, our shrimp samples for which tissue sections were possible showed signs of muscle cramp syndrome

that also commonly causes muscle whitening in stressed whiteleg shrimp. Thus, we suspect that most of the false

rumors in Asia about IMNV outside of Indonesia have resulted because of muscle cmmp syndrome.
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